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Huge explosion at Russian 
warehouse injures over 50 
MOSCOW

AN explosion on Wednesday on 
the grounds of  a factory north 
of  Moscow that makes optical 
equipment for Russia’s securi-
ty forces wounded 52 people, at 
least six of  them severely, offi-
cials said.

The blast occurred at a ware-
house storing fireworks, though 
it was on the grounds of  the Za-
gorsk optics manufacturing 
plant, according to Andrei Vo-
robyov, the governor of  the re-
gion surrounding the Russian 
capital.Vorobyov said the com-
pany had rented out the ware-
house for storage, but later 
claimed the plant itself  was 
mostly producing pyrotech-
nics. He said the facility “has 
had nothing to do with optics 
or mechanics for a long time,” 
even though the company’s 
website says it still manufac-
tures those products, as well as 
medical apparatus.

Whatever the cause, the ex-
plosion produced a tall plume 
of  black smoke and added to 
Russian jitters over nighttime 
drone attacks on Moscow, as 
well as alarm about smoke over 
the port of  Sevastopol in Cri-
mea on Wednesday.

The Zagorsk plant explosion 
blew out windows in nearby 
apartment buildings and 
prompted the evacuation of  the 
surrounding area, the regional 
governor said. Five people were 
feared trapped under rubble.

Some Russian media report-
ed that the blast was caused by 
a drone attack, but multiple 
Russian officials including Vo-
robyov and Russia’s Investiga-
tive Committee denied that. In-
vestigative Committee, Russia’s 
top law enforcement agency, 
said in a statement it has 
launched a criminal inquiry on 
charges of  violating industrial 
safety requirements at hazard-
ous production facilities.

Poland to 
double 
number  
of troops 
Polish government 
announced on 
Wednesday that it 
is planning to 
deploy an 
additional 2,000 
troops to its 
border with 
Belarus, twice the 
number the Border 
Guard agency had 
requested, as fears 
of migration rise. 
“If we had real 
border guards on 
the other side and 
not a smuggling 
service, these 
crossings would 
not exist at all,” 
deputy interior 
minister Maciej 
Wasik said
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PENSION ADALAT
��� ������������� ��� ����������������������� ������ 26.07.2023, it is informed that the venue & 
timing of the Pension Adalat, for those who retired from Department of Telecommunications 
and Cuddalore & Puducherry SSAs under BSNL Tamil Nadu Circle, to be held on 11th August 
2023 (Friday) at Chidambaram, is as given below:-

Venue
HOTEL SARADHARAM

No. 19, VGP Street, Chidambaram - 608 001.
Timing : From 03.00 pm to 05.00 pm

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
10.00 a.m. to 02.00 p.m. on 11.08.2023.
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